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produced in that year, he performed the part of the
usurping tyrant.

RICHARD ROBINSON

is said by Wright to have been a comedian. He
acted in Jonson's Catiline in 1611; and, it should
seem from a passage in The Devil is an Ass, 1616,
that at that time he usually represented female cha-
racters :

-We had

* The merriest supper of it there, one night

* The gentleman's landlady invited him

* To a gossip's feast: now he sir brought Dick Robinson
6 Drest like a lawyer's wife," &c.

In The Second Maiden's Tragedie, he repre-
sented the Lady of Govianus. I have not learned
what parts in our author's plays were performed by
this actor. In The Deserving Favourite, 16295 he
played Orsinio; and in The Wild Goose Chase, Le-
Castre. In Massinger's Roman Actor, he performed
JEsopus ; and in The Dutchess of Malfy, after the re-
tirement of Condell, he played the Cardinal Hart,
the celebrated actor, was originally his boy or appren-
tice. Robinson was alive in I647> his name being
signed, with several others, to the dedication prefixed
to the first folio edition of Fletcher's plays. In the
civil wars he served in the king's army, and was killed
in an engagement, by Harrison, who was afterwards
hanged at Charing Cross. Harrison refused him
quarter, after he had laid down his arms, and shot
him in the head, saying at the same time, " Cursed is
he that doth the work of the Lord negligently V

JOHN SHANCKE

was, according to Wright, a comedian. He was
but in a low class, having performed the part of the
Curate in Fletcher's Scornful Lady, and that of Hil-
lario (a servant) in The Wild Goose Chase. He was
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